Your Wedding
CHURCH OF ST JOHN VIANNEY - WEST GREEN

DOCUMENT REQUIREMENTS
A. Baptism Certificate


For a Catholic this must be not more than six months old. The
Church where you were baptised will have this record.



For a person baptised in a non-Catholic Church, the original
certificate will suffice even though a recent one will normally be
readily available.

B. Confirmation Certificate (if applicable)
C. Statutory Declaration of Freedom (Letter of Freedom)


In recent years, the old ‘Letter of Freedom’ has been replaced
by the ‘Statutory Declaration of Freedom’.



This is a sworn statement before a solicitor or commission of
oaths where each individual swears that this particular marriage
is the only marriage they have been through, civil or religious.



If you have had a civil marriage or any previous marriage which
has been dissolved by death, annulment of Lack of Form, then
this should be noted in the “Apart from ….” section of the
declaration.



The form is available from the parish office.

D. Marriage Certificate / Licence
So that your wedding can legally take place here at St John Vianney,
it is necessary to have a certificate from your local Registry Office.
The application can be made twelve months from your wedding
date. You will need to contact the Superintendent Registrar for
Haringey Council on 020 8489 2605 to make an appointment
(weekdays between 9.30am—12.30pm and 2.30-4pm), and bring
regular forms of identification with you.
E. Notes on Overseas Requirements
Original paperwork is required for all overseas arrangements. Please
do not submit photocopies.


Colombia: It can take six weeks or more for papers to arrive.



France: Birth Certificates for all parties (up-to-date copies of
birth certificate for French Nationals) and a Declaration of
Intention by each party, samples of which can be obtained on
request.



Hong Kong: Sometimes request copies of birth certificates.



Ireland: In the case of Disparity of Cult, birth certificate of the
unbaptised person, stamped, signed and dated by the priest
completing the paperwork.



Spain: Copies of birth certificates and passports of all parties.

F. General Notes:


Non-Catholics who have been previously married and divorced
and who are now seeking to marry a Catholic in the Catholic
Church have to go through the Marriage Tribunal (unless the
person previously married a Catholic outside of the Church, in
which case you will have to provide the ‘Lack of Form’ document

which can be obtained through the Chancery). A civil divorce is
not a Church annulment.


When a couple are of different Christian denominations, the
Chancellor will be requested to grant the necessary
dispensation. If one partner is not baptised, a special
dispensation from disparity of worship can be requested from
the Chancellor of the diocese by the priest who is celebrating
your wedding for you.



The priest preparing your wedding documents will fill in the
normal pre-nuptial enquiry form on the strength of the
documents you provide.



Any other possible documentation that may be required can be
discussed during the application process, as can other specific
circumstances.

MARRIAGE PREPARATION COURSE
The Catholic Church is concerned about your future happiness. We are
aware, as I am sure you are, that this step to get married is one of the
most serious decisions you are likely to make in your lives together. In
celebrating this Sacrament of Marriage together, we are inviting God
and our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, to be a central part of your lives
at this special time. The pre-marriage course is an important
preparation which will, hopefully, help you deepen your love for each
other under the protection and guidance of the Holy Spirit.
While documentation is legally necessary, what is most important for
your future happiness is the time spent preparing for your future lives
together. We hold occasional pre-marriage course, and you will be
notified of the date at least 6-8 weeks beforehand. The earlier this

preparation can be undertaken the better, to leave you free as your
wedding day approaches. A good deal of forward planning is necessary
all round—so advance notice is very helpful.

YOUR OWN PREPARATION
Much material has been written on many aspects of marriage and
family life, commercial and spiritual. There are many websites which
can give all sorts of interesting advise on for your wedding (e.g.
marriagecare.org.uk ).
There is a good deal of written material available of married couple
who share their own experience of married life. From our point of view
any reading done in preparation will be invaluable. There are some
interesting books out there:
-

How to Survive Being Married to a Catholic

-

Together for Life

-

Your Wedding

Authors like, Jack Dominian, Walter Trobiach, Margaret Grimer and
John Marshall etc., could make valuable and interesting reading.

WEDDING DAY PLANS
Please do not set a date for your wedding until all the necessary
documents and relevant permissions are obtained.


The Authorised Person necessary by legal requirements will
usually be arranged by the priest as long as the couple provide the
certificate.



Flowers: There is a team looking after flower arranging. The priest
will give you the name and phone number to make contact.



Organist: We will try to arrange for an organist. Any other additions
are to be arranged by the couple e.g. choir, solo singer, folk group,
etc.



You will need two witnesses and someone to give the bride away.



It is nice, where possible, to have family members or friends
involved in the various readings, etc.



No Confetti, please, unless there are plans to have it cleared up!

HOW MUCH WILL IT COST?


Chancery Fees: there is a fee of £50 (payable to WRCDT) for all
marriages except those between two Catholics in the parish church
not needing any form of dispensation.



Registrar’s fee: the amount is currently £84



Donation to the Church: while there is no set amount, a reasonable
guideline is that the offering for the Church (i.e. the upkeep and
general work of the Church) should be in proportion to the total
cost of the wedding. When you take into account the pre-marriage
preparation, the hospitality, books, worksheets, the Church
facilities, the documentation—it all costs money.
Can we ask that this donation, together with the payment to the
organist, authorised person, and any gift to the priest, be made one
month before the wedding? This will remove some of the worries
on your wedding day.

FINALLY...
We do hope that everything involved in planning your wedding
celebration will be a joyful, exciting experience, rather than a series of
obstacles to be cleared. We are here to help make your wedding a
happy event!
Fr. Joe Ryan.

Protecting your privacy: Your personal details will be held on file or stored
on the parish computer securely. After the Marriage Preparation,
your details will be entered into the Marriage Register.
You can read our full privacy policy on rcdow.org.uk/diocese/privacy-policy

